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Fish, Wildlife, Recreation 
More and more people are taking advantage of 
opportunities for vacation and relaxation. Fishing, 
hunting, and recreational opportunities provided 
near bodies of water are attracting · people by the 
thousands. 
Tourism in South Dakota has become a major 
industry. People living in South Dakota are looking 
toward more and better recreational advantages af-
forded through developed water facilities. Conse-
quently, they are interested in the potential develop-
ment of these resources in the Oahe Area. 
PRESENT SITUATION 
Fish resources of the Oahe Area are somewhat 
limited and are confined to a few lakes. Most of 
these lakes depend upon run off for their water sup-
ply and during years of deficient precipitation their 
levels are lowered and winterkill of fish results. A 
summerkill of fish occasionally occurs for the same 
reason. 
Pheasants are the most important game resource 
of the Oahe Area. They not only provide enjoyable 
hunting for the people of the area, but attract thou-
sands of hunters from other parts of the nation. 
The Oahe land is an important duck production 
area in years of high precipitation and runoff. In 
such years the Lake Plain and the Missouri Slope 
areas contain about 51,000 acres of wetlands. These 
are about 42,000 acres of shallow and temporary 
areas normally drying up soon after spring runoff. 
These are used extensively by mating pairs of ducks. 
Compiled by Lloyd R. Wilson, district Extension supervisor 
Summer sports will take on a new emphasis when 
recreational facilities are developed in the Oahe area. 
Access roads, swimming and boating areas, trees, 
camping and picnicking units will be common. 
Of the remaining 9,000 acres, about 6,000 normally 
dry up by mid-summer, leaving only about 3,000 
acres that hold water the entire waterfowl produc-
tion season. The former are important for nesting 
pairs and duck broods are raised to maturity on the 
latter. The Missouri Slope area and the northern 
Lake Plain are important goose and duck hunting 
reg10ns. 
PROPOSED FISH AND WILDLIFE DEVELOPMENTS 
Tentative plans have been proposed for 28 new 
and enlarged fish and wildlife habital development 
areas in the Oahe Area. More than half of these are 
in counties in which there are no direct irrigation 
benefits. Most of the projects are an enlargement 
or improvement of present wetlands. Besides the 28 
units proposed there are likely to be additional small 
developments which will depend upon canals and 
open ditch drainage locations. 
The 28 tentative proposed fish and wildlife de-
velopment areas in the Oahe Unit as considered by 
the United States Bureau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife and the Bureau of Reclamation are given in 
the table on the next page and shown on the map. 
PROPOSED FISH AND WILDLIFE AREAS 
IN THE OAHE UNIT 
Proposed 
water 
andmarsh Adjoining Total land 
areas upland area required Primary 
Area County (acres) (acres) (acres) purpose 
Oohe Hughes 890 1,790 2,680 Wildlife 
Blunt Sully 853 1,172 2,025 Wildlife 
Blunt Fish and 
Reservoir* Sully 9,300 9,300 Wildlife 
Okobojo Lake Sully 200 100 300 Fish 
Sully Slough Sully 540 600 1,140 Wildlife 
Sully Lake Sully 116 59 175 Fish 
Fish and 
Onida Sully 1,250 1,585 2,835 Wildlife 
Mitchell Lake Hyde 915 1,260 2,175 Wildlife 
Hyde-
Hyde-Hand Hand 1,343 2,177 3,520 Wildlife 
Houdek Hand 3,337 4,728 8,065 Wildlife 
Lake Louise Hand 200 1,415 1,615 Fish 
Orient Slough Hand 210 430 640 Wildlife 
Lake Nora Faulk 40 20 60 Fish 
Miranda Faulk 320 405 725 Wildlife 
Medicine 
Creek Faulk 400 235 635 Wildlife 
Upper Wolf 
Creek Hand l, 150 1,935 3,085 Wildlife 
Burdett 
Slough Hand 210 315 525 Wildlife 
Cottonwood Fish and 
Lake Spink 1,400 1,170 2,570 Wildlife 
Twin Lakes Spink 700 950 1,650 Fish 
Broadland Beadle 1,050 1,040 2,090 Wildlife 
Pleasant 
View Beadle 461 1,669 2,130 Wildlife 
Byron 
Reservoirt Beadle 96 l, 154 1,250 Wildlife 
Redfield Spink 286 614 900 Wildlife 
Creaton 
Slough Spink 1,100 1,015 2,115 Wildlife 
Salt Lake Spink 150 270 420 Wildlife 
Scatterwood Fish and 
Lake Faulk 1,843 1,397 3,240 Wildlife 
Ordway Brown 142 458 600 Wildlife 
Stratford 
Slough Brown 518 757 1,275 Wildlife 
TOT AL ---------------- 19,720 38,020 57,740 
*9,300 acres of land in addition to that needed for pri-
mary project purposes. Reservoir to be operated as 
proposed for irrigation, with 21,000 acres in con-
servation pool. 
tl,250 acres of land in addition to that needed for pri-
mary project purposes. Maintenance and stabilization 
of 96 acre sub-impoundments of reservoir included in 
the 4,350 acres in conservation pool. 
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The lands listed in the table which are not to be 
in water and marsh are desired for access, game nest-
ing, protection and management and as public 
shooting areas. 
PROCEDURE FOR SELECTING AND DEVELOPING 
FISH AND WILDLIFE AREAS 
The feasibility of a fish or wildlife project or de-
velopment area is determined by the United States 
Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife in coopera-
tion with the South Dakota Department of Game, 
Fish and Parks. 
Development of the projects may be undertaken 
by either the United States Bureau of Sport Fish-
eries and Wildlife, South Dakota Department of 
Game, Fish and Parks, or the Bureau of Reclamation 
as a part of the Oahe Unit after the following has 
been accomplished: 
Plans must be explained and coordinated 
with the Oahe Conservancy Sub-district 
Board. 
Such public meetings as may be desirable 
will be held and plans for the projects are 
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discussed with the land owners and people 
affected. 
Negotiation must be made for land acquisi-
tiqn with landowners for lands in the pro-
·posed project. The lands will be appraised 
by the realty branch of the agency purchas-
ing the land. 
Arrangements will be made for handling the 
operation and maintenance ( 0 & M) charges of the 
projects. A determination as to which agency will 
be responsible for O & M has not been made. These 
charges wilt however, not be the responsibility of 
the irrigator. 
RECREATION DEVELOPMENT 
Recreation Developments of the Oahe Unit are 
associated with the reservoirs where sport fishing, 
boating, swimming, picnicking, camping, and sea-
sonal cabin use will take place. A reconnaissance 
study was made by the National Park Service to de-
termine the anticipated use of the reservoirs for rec-
reation, to estimate the requirement for minimum 
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basic protective facilities, and to estimate the bene-
fits from recreation. 
The Blunt, Cresbard, and Byron Reservoirs as 
well as the James Diversion Dam, will offer recrea-
tional opportunities. The Blunt Reservoir is expectt-d 
to receive the greatest use because of its size and op-
erational characteristics. Recreation use on the 
Cresbard Reservoir will be limited to local day and 
weekend activities during high water-level periods. 
The Byron Reservoir will offer more recreation after 
development than it does now because a minimum 
pool elevation will be maintained at a higher level 
than at the present maximum. 
Minimum basic facilities, such as access roads, 
parking areas, fencing, planting and seeding, 1;js~m, 
camping and picnicking units, boat-launch111g 
ramps, swimming beaches, sanitary facilities, and 
drinking water will be provided at each reservoir 
in proportion to anticipated public use. 
Supplemental facilities to further develop and 
enhance recreational opportunities may be desirable, 
but such installations are not considered federal ob-
ligations and are not included in the proposed 
plans. Various state or local groups may be inter-
ested in developing supplemental facilities. 
EFFECTS OF FISH, WILDLIFE, AND 
RECREATION DEVELOPMENT 
The development of fish, wildlife, and recrea-
tional areas reduces the total construction costs allo-
cated to irrigation. 
The present lakes of the area that ordinarily 
fluctuate with the rainfall, will be stabilized. Fishing 
will improve in Okobojo, Sully, Onida, Louise, 
Cottonwood, Twin, and Scatterwood Lakes, and 
Blunt and Cresbard Reservoirs will be new lakes. 
Some counties will lose tax base lands where 
fish and wildlife developments are made. Where 
lands are farmed or grazed the law provides that 
25% of the income is returned to the county trea-
sury in leiu of taxes. 
There is a great tourism potential which can be 
developed by proper and effective planning. 
Ducks will lose some habitat but will gain ad-
ditional wetland developments which will provide 
greater stability. 
The principal effect on geese will be better flock 
distribution. 
The Oahe Conservancy Sub-district Board is 
very much interested in fish, wil'dlife and recrea-
tional developments as they relate to the best interest 
of water resources development and the residents 
of the Oahe Conservancy sub-district. The Board 
would appreciate suggestions relating to the tenta-
tive proposed developments or sites as well as any 
that have not been proposed or studied. 
It is always well to remember that the extent 
of recreational, fish, and wildlife developments, in a 
large part, are determined by the people who are 
members of the Oahe Conservancy Sub-district and 
other project sponsors. Plans for such developments 
Pheasants are the most common important game re-
source of the Oahe area. They provide hunting for lo,cal 
inhabitants as Well as attract thousands of hunters, an 
important economic aspect, from across the nation. 
should be participated in by all those people who 
are interested. 
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